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PURPOSE
The committee was asked to develop practical recommendations for creating online
resources and other kinds of support for counselors, college admission staff, and students and
families living and working in rural communities and small towns. The committee considered
the greatest challenges with respect to college admission counseling, such as geographic
isolation, low-income students’ barriers, trust and intimidation, understanding pathways and
options, and insufficient resources for an already overwhelmed staff.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
•

Make educational resources about the transition to postsecondary education available to
professionals serving rural communities.

•

Extend NACAC’s reach to communicate with rural school counselors, administrators,
students, and other stakeholders about the transition to postsecondary education.

•

Articulate the value of postsecondary education in the rural and small-town context.

STATUS FOR EACH RECOMMENDATION
Make educational resources about the transition to postsecondary education
available to professionals serving rural communities.
A new NACAC website is under development, and we will apply this recommendation as we
craft and curate content. A new member engagement platform will also facilitate the posting
and exchanging of resources. NACAC’s recent partnership with the College Guidance Network
will help scale the work of counselors and provide information and resources to students and
families as they navigate the college admission process.
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Extend NACAC’s reach to advocate for and communicate with rural school
counselors, administrators, students, and other stakeholders about the transition
to postsecondary education.
This will require a multi-year approach. NACAC needs to assess what is currently being done
and develop a communications strategy to support this recommendation.

Articulate the value of postsecondary education in the rural and small context.
Further exploration is needed to understand efforts underway by other organizations (such
as non-profits or CBOs)—particularly those with which we and our members work. This will
require a multi-year approach to develop partnerships and identify financial resources to
support these efforts.
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